Life and Death in the Early Chesapeake Lecture Notes
I. Early Chesapeake (Remember what enables English colonial success is a combination of mercantilism, primogeniture (creates younger sons who need to make success for themselves, and landless poor)
A. Jamestown & the Larger Chesapeake Region

1. James I’s interest in colonial America in Early 1600s

2. Jamestown established in Virginia is the first successful English colony.

3. Differs vastly from what we’ll see develop in New England (ME, Mass, NH, VT, RI, etc)

4. Chesapeake Region Geography and Topography

a. Big bays, rivers, inlets, creeks, low hills, flat terrain, fertile river bottoms, lots of water, tide waters, water in rivers and creeks rise and fall with tide, few rapids, use water as transport for selves and crops/goods.

5. Culturally, we’ll see that the Chesapeake differs vastly both demographically and socio-economically from New England.

a. Virginia Land Company of London is founded as a joint-stock company with investors who own shares of stock in the company, willing to share the investment risk with hopes of gaining profit.

b. VA Land Co petitioned King for a charter, the exclusive right to colonize and develop region, monopoly of the resources (six million acres), want to develop and exploit, getting charter doesn’t impress Indians or the Spanish trying to lay claim, competition with Natives and other Europeans over area’s resources.
c. James I intended it to be a trading colony intended on exploiting resources for export to Europe, classic example of European economy, especially English mercantilism. 

d. Jamestown Almost Failed Miserable  because hardships and obstacles

B. Mortality Rate

1. Landed in Spring of 1607 and constructed a fort with 120 men. 9 months later only 38 still living.
2. 1610, 1200 arrive. By 1616 only 350 alive.  Winter 1610 killed many, time of famine, “starving time”. Some at the deceased. 

3. High mortality characteristic of whole Chesapeake area in early years.

4. Why did they die in such large numbers?

a. Environment ripe for disease. European diseases flourished because it was warm and humid and winter not long or cold enough to kill germs.

b. Swamp, standing water contributed as well. Mosquitoes spread malaria.  Initially people thought malaria was caused by the air around swampy smelly areas, doesn’t’ usually kills someone outright, it eats away over time, weakening the immune systems, making the individual susceptible to typhoid, pox, etc.

c. Lack of fresh water. Tide water not fresh but salty and stagnant. Wells subject to salt water too. Intrusion of ocean water created to salty of water. Made people sick.

d. Lack of preparedness for colonial life of the first 120 men. They had unreal expectations. Many came from wealthy families. Considered themselves gentlemen and didn’t know how to grow, cultivate, etc. Thought they would find gold and force the Indians to do their work and to provide food. Didn’t find big civilization. Didn’t want to follow each others orders or leadership. Refused to cooperate and organize. Not until 1700, nearly 80 years, until the population began to stabilize and to increase gradually via child birth. Prior to 1700 all growth infused from settlers because the died faster than the reproduced.

e. 1600-1799 more than 100,000 immigrants came to Virginia, but by 1700 finally becoming sable, population only 70,000.
C. Chesapeake Families

1. Why is the birthrate so low?

2. Male to Female Ration unequal. 3 men for every 1 woman.

3. Average marriage only lasted 7 years due to the death of spouse.

4. Status of immigrants also kept birthrates lows. 

a. Most immigrants came as indentured servants and were not permitted to be married.

b. They were under contract that limited their freedom.

c. Term of indentured servitude was 4 to 7 years, depending on age, and they didn’t have much freedom, not allowed to marry without the special permission of their master.

d. So most women not allowed to marry until mid  20s, and most men not until late 20s. This took a way a number of childbearing years for both, limiting the size of family.

e. In Virginia, during this time, a woman had an average of 2 to 3 children compared to women in England who had on average 5 to 6.

f. Moreover, children’s lives often interrupted by the death of a parent. Most families a complex mix of step-children and orphans.

5. Example, in between 1640 and 1670 in Middlesex County, ½ of all children had lost one or both of their parents. By age 13 60% had lost one or both birth parents. 

6. Also a high child and infant mortality rate.

D. Scarcity of Women

1. Status of women in the Chesapeake region increased compared to those in England due to their scarcity.

2. Women could decide whom to marry. Once she finished her indentured servitude perhaps more likely to marry a wealthier established powerful male.

3. Al lot of women were widowed, they could inherit par or all of the wealth.

4. Virginia entitled women to 1/3 of their husband property upon his death for use until she died (keep in mind that she doesn’t own it; she can use it until her death)

5. She couldn’t pass it on; it would then go to this children, it’s called a “life interest”. He could stipulate that it be hers permanently.

6. 75% of all married men who died with wills left their wife more property than required by Virginia law. What does this suggest to you about the nature of married relationships in Virginia during this period?
II. White Servitude in Colonial Virginia

*** Sets the foundation for the institution of slavery****

A. Tobacco & Colonial Virginia: Economic Growth

1. 1611 first tobacco crop planted by colonisits in America as a cash crop, which means growing a crop for profit rather than self-sufficiency.

2. Virginia ultimately bases its economy of tobacco and other cash crops , including rice and indigo, for export.

3. By 1616 Virginia exported 25000 lbs of tobacco per year.

4. By 1620 this amount rose to 40,000 pounds.

5. By 1630 1.5 million pounds.

6. And by 1640 3.0 million pounds were exported from Virginia to Europe

7. Production of tobacco increased incredibly for the first ½ of the 1600s even though King James I denounced it as vile.  

8. Smoking became increasingly popular in Europe.

9. This permanently changed relations between colonists and Indians because colonists require more and more land for production, farms expanded rapidly because tobacco sucks the nutrients out of the soil 

10. Patterns of settlement in Virginia differed from those in England and New England.

a. People lived in or on plantations  spread apart, although, some towns and villages existed.

b. They located plantations of navigable water ways. Each had a wharf. Few towns because water transport allowed for easy distribution. 

c. Plantations are organized for cash crops, not food etc. for local consumption, for export.

d. Indigo and rice exported.
e. Tobacco, rice, and indigo are all labor intensive, plantation owner couldn’t do all of the work, and not enough people in the area for labor, and no workers meant no crops, and the crops would collapse.

f. So Virginia Land Co offers land,  especially to those who lost their land or chance to survive with Englands enclosure laws. In 1617 VA Land Co created Head Rights Systems, meant to encourage immigration. Granted land for head of household who migrated, paying his own way, to Chesapeake. Received 50 acres for himself and 50 acres for each adult family member or servant  he bring.

g. In 5 years 4500 attracted by the Head Rights System, most are indentured servants who come with the Head of Household.
11. In the 1600s Chesapeake still a servant society, not developed into slavery yet, but roots of slavery are planted.
B. Indentured Servitude

1. Most immigrants are young, single male, indentured servants.

2. A few were yeoman (small farmers) free holders, who owned and worked their own land.

3. 70-85% of Virginia’s immigration in the 1600s were servants between the average age of 15-24, 3:1 male to female ration

4. People became indentured servants because poor in England had no hope to obtain land there. And the Wealthy younger sons emigrated from England for a chance at to at least be self-supporting because of the system of primogeniture. Emigration driven by poverty.
5. Indentured Servants agreed to labor contracts called indentures in order to pay for their transport. Labour for 4 to 7 years as servants; those under 16 had to work until at least 21.

6. Not easy work. 6 days a week 14 hour days.

7. Master to had to, by law,, provide adequate food, clothing and shelter.

8. Upon completion of service most received Freedom Dues, which included clothing, far equipment, little specie and 50 acres of land.

9. Most indentured servants came from the ranks of the English poor, some immigrants were also gentlemen, nobility or related to nobility……

10. Most frequent reason to come Virginia was economic. Free and indentured servants, most want to strike it rich. Didn’t expect to work for someone else for the rest of their life; wanted to make money and then return to England, but in reality different & this caused problems.

11. Adversarial relations existed because more and more servants treated like machines/inhuman, master allowed to sell remaining terms of contract, became closer and closer to a system of chattel slavery, they even gambled their servants away.

12. Indentured servants had certain rights under the law including the following: right to the courts, could sue and be sued; right to own property, lived within limitation, masters could force indentured servants with “limited’ force, including beating and whipping. Indentured servitude (i.s.) absolutely enforced moral servitude and discipline. Masters regulated servants’ lives, had the right to grant or deny marriage.

13. If indentured servant ran away or unwed female became pregnant, courts could increase the terms of contract. This made females vulnerable because it provided an incentive to rape or have sex with servants, and if she gets pregnant the master gets her services for more time . This became such a problem that the courts ruled if an i.s. became pregnant by her master she had to serve her extra years for another master. 

14. This system of labor rests half way between free and slave, very harsh, survival is difficult.

15. Prior to 1650 4 out of 5 i.s. die before the complete their term of labor.

16. Court records show excessive punishment. Some accidentally kill servants from extreme valance, maimed them, sexual abuse, over worked, bad diets, poor clothing and shelter. Often masters failed to meet the needs of their servants.

17. EXAMPLE: Sarah Gambrell:

a. Murdered by AnnDavis.

b. Ann and Henry Davis are free, but the live in conditions similar to indentured servitude. They are the poorest of the poor

c. In 1678 Henry is free, finishes his contract.

d. 1679 bought 100 acres of won land and gets married.

e. But economic difficulties because collapse in tobacco prices and by 1683 Henry is deep in debt and forced to sell his land in 1685 and becomes a renter again.

f. They had 2 children die in infancy.

g. By 1690 they live on church aid; Henry cleans the church yard and gets 150 lbs of tobacco 

h. By mid 1690s things improving slowly. Henry rents far and moves into a two-room house. Ann and Henry live in the house with Rose Gates, a 13 year old orphan, and Henry’s out of wedlock daughter.  They have a renter, John Martyr, who has two servants, Sarah who is in her late teens and a boy, Tom). Martyr is most likely a landowner renting from the Davis’s while his home is built.

i. In the mid 1690s Ann is brought to court for the murder of Sarah. She’s accused of treating her badly.

j. At the trial it comes out that Ann is brutally violent to Sarah, Martyr testified that Ann beat and Abused Sarah. 3 weeks prior to sarah’s death, Ann beat Sarah with an iron rod that was 14” long. And ultimately beat and killed her.

k. Robert George, a neighbor, said Sarah begged for a piece of bread the day she died. And beat her with three different objects, including  a stirrup. A neighbor i.s. said Sarah was on her knees  in the snow, so he William told John he should bring her inside. John Martyr, said you do it. When William passed by Sarah later she was dead in the snow. Won’t death way on John’s mind? No, he’ll only care about the money he lost. Ann convicted and hanged.

l. Significance: ***Life in colonial Virginia, great indifference; people often only care about their own success and survival. Witnesses did nothing to protect, or aid Sarah. I.S. often suffered harsh masters and others starved and beat their servants.
m. Not everyone took abuse though; some fought back or resisted by running away, fighting back, attaching the master.

18. Example: Richard Barnes

a. 1624 Richard Barnes drinking in a tavern. Uttered base and detracting words against the Virginia governor, who found out and order Barnes have his arms broken, w hole bore in his tongue, then had him go trough a gauntlet of 40 armed men, banishing him from Jamestown, basically a death sentence.

b. Significance: harsh, but could provide expectations of improves life for some i.s. who survived. Women could quickly marry wealthy after gaining freedom. If widowed and picked well received status and wealthy. Males, once serve they gained 50 acres and freedom dues, start in life and build way up

c. During the 1660s and 1670s economic success for i.s. decreased because tobacco prices fell and they couldn’t hold onto their land. After 1670 good land more scarce and more expensive, 50 acres now not guaranteed. 

C. Opportunity for Freed Men & Women up to the 1660s and 1670s

D. Planters Efforts to Curtail the Independence of Free People
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