
Erin Miller                    Final Exam Study Guide (150 points) 

History 17A 

Date and Time: _________________________________________________ 

 
This exam has three parts, matching, fill-in-the-blank, and an essay answer. Part I, the matching, has 37 questions worth 2 points each, Part 

II, the fill-in-the-blank, has 38 questions, worth 2 points each, and Part III, the essay section, is worth 90 points. Arrive on time. You need 

scantron for 886-E with the essay booklet. You may want to use a bluebook as well if you need additional room to write. You may use five 

double-sided, 3x5 note cards.  They must be handwritten, and you have to show me the cards before taking the exam. They must be submitted 

with your exam. Possible essay questions are listed at the bottom of this study guide. You may use your books and notes to prepare for your 

notecards and essay outline at home, but you may not use the internet, excepting PowerPoint slides and lecture notes from my website.  My 

website password is Freed0m with a capital “F” and zero in place of an “o.” I want to remind you that I trust you to answer these questions in 

your own words. Don’t simply copy words from the textbooks or from my notes. Imagine you’re explaining the item or essay ques tion to 

someone who asked you to teach them 

 

Part I: Matching, 38 questions, worth 1 point each, selected from the key terms below. Each of these can be found in your A People and a 

Nation book or from lecture. You will match 15 terms I select from below with their definitions of understanding from the textbook, lecture, 

or other reading material. Numbers in the parenthesis indicate the book chapter. 

Any you answer correctly over 30 are for extra credit.

1. Jay Treaty (8) 

2. George Washington (8) 

3. Bank of the United States (8) 

4. Chisholm v. Georgia (8) 

5. Judiciary Act of 1789 (8) 

6. Gabriel’s Rebellion (8) 

7. XYZ Affair 

8. Federalists 

9. Strict Constructionists (8) 

10. Broad Constructionists (8) 

11. Jefferson’s Presidential Goals 

(9) 

12. Naturalization Act of 1802 (9) 

13. Louisiana Purchase (9) 

14. Tecumseh (9) 

15. War of 1812 (9)

 

16. Monroe Doctrine (9) 

17. Worcester vs. Georgia (10 

18. Indian Removal (10) 

19. Yeoman Farmers (10) 

20. Man’s Wealth and Social 

Position in the South (10) 

21. Southern Society (10) 

22. Planters (10) 

23. Paternalistic Ideology (10) 

24. Nat Turner (10) 

25. Brer Rabbit (10) 

26. War of 1812 (11) 

27. Railroads and canals (11) 

28. Lowell Textile Mill (11) 

29. Market Economy (11) 

30. Second Great Awakening (12)

 

31. David Walker’s Appeal (12) 

32. Seneca Falls’ Declaration of 

Rights and Sentiments (12) 

33. Frederick Jackson Turner (13) 

34. Office of Indian Affairs (13) 

35. Manifest Destiny (13) 

36. Kansas-Nebraska Act (14) 

37. John A Brown (14) 

38. Jefferson Davis (15) 

 

 

 

Part II: Fill-in-the-Blank, 38 questions, worth 1 point each, selected from lecture key terms, A People and a Nation, and from primary 

sources in America Firsthand and other items read throughout the semester. Any you answer correctly over 30 are for extra credit.

 

1. Thomas Jefferson 

2. Jeffersonian Democratic 

Republicans 

3. Alexander Hamilton 

4. Federalists 

5. Civic Virtue 

6. Disinterestedness 

7. Internal improvements 

8. Andrew Jackson 

9. Corrupt Bargain 

10. Election of 1824 

11. Tariff of 1828/Tariff of 

Abomination 

12. John C. Calhoun 

13. Exposition and Protest 

14. Nullification Crisis 

15. Force Bill  

16. Compromise Tariff 

17. Free Labor Ideology 

18. Radical Abolitionists 

19. Moderate Abolitionists 

20. Anti-Slavery 

21. Adam Smith 

22. Perfectibility 

23. William Lloyd Garrison 

24. Harriet Beecher Stowe 

25. Frederick Douglass  

26. Northwest Ordinance of 1787 

27. Missouri Compromise 

28. Compromise of 1850 

29. Popular Sovereignty  

30. Fugitive Slave Law 

31. Canning of Charles Sumner 

32. Dred Scott Case 

33. Election of Lincoln 

34. Fort Sumter 

35. Eli Whitney 

36. John Brown 

37. Bleeding Kansas 

38. Secession of South Carolina 

     



 
Part III:  Essay. (90 points)  

Answer one of the following questions below. You must answer with an argumentative essay. Your answer must have a thesis, an 

introduction, several body paragraphs (at least 3), and a conclusion. You must underline your thesis. You must use each paragraph to argue in 

support of your thesis. These paragraphs should contain specific details and examples from reading, sources, and lecture. A helpful way to 

achieve this is by using your key terms from lectures and readings for evidence (listed above). These questions should be answered in 

historical terms, not according to events occurring today. If you wish to draw modern parallels, limit them to the contemporary significance 

in your conclusion. 

 

 

1. Argue whose approach you believe would be better for both the greater number of Americans and the United States, 

Alexander Hamilton’s or Thomas Jefferson’s. 

2. How could the North be both anti-slavery and racist? 

3. How did Westward expansion lead to the Civil War? 

4. What is the significance of the Dred Scott Case in understanding the unraveling of compromises that held the North and 

South together since 1787? (3/5th compromise, End of International Slave Trade in 1808, Missouri Compromise, Popular 

Sovereignty, etc.) 

5. Who or what is to blame for the Civil War? 

BONUS ONLY:   

1. Was America founded as a Christian nation? 

General Tips:  

 Brainstorm your ideas first. If you don’t know how to do this, seem me. 

 Write your thesis.  

 Come up with at least 3 sub-arguments that support your main thesis. These should function as your opening sentences in each of 

your body paragraphs. “A” essays will most likely have more than 3 sub-claims and more than 3 body paragraphs. 

 List key terms from lecture notes or from the A People and A Nation chapter-reading study guides as evidence to support the sub-

arguments/sub-claims that support your main thesis. 

 Brain storm each of these key terms.  

1. “Bubbles” coming off of your key terms should outline all the details about the term as well as the significance. 

2. Create additional “brainstorm bubbles” off the details about the key terms. These “bubbles” should explain why/how you 

think these details, as well as the key term, support both your sub-argument and thesis. 

 Now begin transforming all of these brainstormed details and explanations/analysis into paragraphs. 

 Write your introduction last. 

 Once you’ve written all the body paragraphs, write the conclusion. After that, rewrite your thesis. Most likely you’ll better 

understand what your thesis/overall argument is once you’ve written all the body paragraphs and the conclusion.  

 Once you recreate your thesis, write your introduction. State your thesis first. Underline it. Give a road map to your paper in your 

introduction as well. For example: 

 

The American Revolution increased the wealth and power of American elites who led the Revolution. This seems conservative, as if 

elite colonists overthrew Britain to bolster their own power. Nevertheless, the ideas created during this period eventually 

transformed American society and government; therefore, the American Revolution was, indeed, radical. In order to support my 

claim about this radicalism, I first explain many historians’ claims that economic and class interests reversed the radical ideals of 

the Revolution. Once I analyze this historical argument, I will examine the radical ideologies behind the Revolution. These include 

ideas about the equality of men, the right of the people to overthrow the government, and the ability of common men to understand 

and participate in politics. After showing how these ideas created new ways of viewing humanity and political rights, as well as the 

relationship between men and government, I will address four different historical events that show how these ideas radically 

transformed American society. These include an analysis of the Declaration of Independence and Thomas Paine’s Common Sense, 

as well as Abigail Adams’ assertions about the rights of women and the increased emergence of the abolition movement against 

slavery. By comparing the historical argument against the radicalism of the Revolution with historical evidence to the contrary, it is 

evident that the Revolution not only transformed American society and government, but it also changed the world. (This is not great 

writing, but hopefully it gives you an idea of what a thesis and introduction should include). 
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