Teddy Roosevelt:

Significance: 

1. Strengthens office of President, since Lincoln

2. Brings significant attention during progressive era to national office and federal encouragement.

3. During the Gilded Age, government supported rather than controlled economic expansion.

*** Roosevelt shifts the relationship between government and business/economiy when he becomes President in 1901 after William McKinley is assassinated by anarchist Leon Czolgosz.

1. When he was governmeor of New York Roosevelt angered state Republican bosses by showing sympathy for regulatory legislation.
2. So they rid themselves of him by pushing him into national politcs

3. Did anticate he would become the most forceful president since Lincoln.

4. Youth

a. asthma and nearsighted

b. obsessed with overcoming his physical limitations.

c. He exerted manliness, zest for action and display of courage in strenuous life.

d. Teens: expert marksmen

e. Harard boxing and wrestling

f. 1880 dakota ranch.

g. Descended from a dutch aristrcric family.

h. Had the wealth to indulge his pursuitys.

i. Inherited a sense of civic responsibility, which guided him tino career in public service.

5. Public Service

a. 3 terms state assembly

b. Federal cvil service commission

c. New yorks city’ police commission

d. Assistant secretary of navy

6. combative, politically crafty leader

7. 1898 Spanish American War

8. Small, uninvolved government not suffice in industrial era

9. ********** 20th century president and government.

During the gilded age governemtn main role to support reathern tan control conomic expansion.

William McKinely assassinated by anarchist Leon Czolgosz, 42 year old Theodre becomes president.

1895 Roosevelt and best friend, Henry Cabot Lodge wrote a book hero tails in American history
Contains 12 dozen mini-profiles and brief accounts of battles, profiles in courage.

Wrote it to inspire Americans by telling dramatic stories that would appeal to finest and best emotions among Americans

Understood had to also show service and self-sacrifice and courage

Hero Tales published 2895 b/c ½ between turner thesis and Spanish American war

Frederick Jackson Turner Believed frontier spirit contributed to American character, what happen to American character now. Would it go soft, lose its uniqueness, become to industrial, lose creativity and energy

The answer to turners question were answered with the Spanish-American war, only a ten week dustup, but put America in the empire building business & for first time gave America a place at table of world powers. The pioneer spirit would live on in the new project on new frontier, America continue their creativity and energy in imperialism.

Roosevelt and Lodge couldn’t have known in 1895 about the coming of the Spanish American war would play out. They were thinking, like many other Americans, about exporting their brand of democracy throughout the world. Believed as Americans started outward looking phase believed it would be good to have a shared idea about what American character was, how Americans should and should not behave.

They were teaching history.

Lodge summed up in later edition of Hero Tales: Essential civic virtues: love of country, courage and daring especially when mixed with a gentleness of soul, self-control 

HAND NOTEs

Civilization blessing

Savages ruled by brute force, whites must conquer brutes and instill law

History taught differently now, about multi-cultural not national excellence

Elitist sexist imperialist, white supremacist,

Picture not attractive to us today.

Later Portrait:

When Trumpet Call: TR

Out of Whitehouse when 50. Lived only ten more years

What do without power

March 1909

Next year safari in Africa

Falling out with Taft, because taft didn’t advance tr’s square deal. Taft had surrounded himself by conservatives. Figure head for tycoons

Decided to run for office in 1912, survived assasins shot

Narrowly escaped death again 1914 in expedition down river in brazil

1916 worked behind sences to see if could get election nomination of 1916.

Didn’t get it.

And worked trying to get Wilson to let him 1917 to raise division of soldier once us entered wwi. Wilson said no. tr went to war against him. Used his syndicated colum to blast the administration for its laggardly pace mobiolize nation for war. Tr waited for news of son on wester front. All 4 sons went 1 killed 2 seriously wounded.

TR died a few months after the armistice in jan 1919. 

During decade after white house never abandoned dream of holding office again. Last thing he wrote in his own hand was a note reminding himself to have a talk with the chair of the republican and impress upon him of holding conservatives and progressives tighter in post-war platform so the republicans could run a strong presidential ticket in 1920.

Taft presidency sad

2 mos after presidency Mrs. Taft had stroke

Very debilitating. Cast shadow over whitehouse

Taft so ill when he was president , dr. feared Taft wouldn’t survive rigors of 1912 campaign.

It has been often said that Roosevelt out of power was out of control. 

Rashly running for president when he had no chance of winning, risking his life in the jungles of brazil, screeching at Wilson for his hamhannded conduct in foreign affairs. Embarrassing himself by insisting he should fight in ww1 and more

The historian who put forth tr out of power out of control, differs from patricia otoole.

He could be strident in public

But before spoke thought in cool collected way about affect he wanted to have.

Capable of subtle thought but b.l sppech not place for subteledy should be bold and bright

Very charismatic

When president his friends speaker of house, congratulated tr on discovery of  ten commandments. People, particulary politicians, always rolling their ideas at his platitudes and teasing him. It always hurt his feeling. He would say but I agree with those platitudes. And he did. And because he did he made his audience believe he believed in their courage and gentleness of soul. He made them believe all they had to do was to change the world was to put the best parts of themselves into action. It’s easy for political sophisticates to poke fun at TR. But had gift of making ordinary feel they were capable of doing extraordinary things.

Summer 1910 just after return of Africa. Toured country to allegedly drum up support for republicans, but really testing water to see if he could run for president in 1912.

There was a moment on a train, barren stretch of Kansas

Woman holding a baby to hold to see him. Sprinted to see lady

“thing like that gives you a lump in your throat. It makes me feel like a great calf.  These people have such trust and confidence and so often think a man can do all sort of things.”

More subtle than bombast.

Great empathy.

It has been said that he was an aristocrat first and last with no real sympathy for the common man. It is true that he inherited class prejudice form his family. Don’t we all. But entered public life when very young. But brought with him noblice oblige.

Visting home cigar production as state assemblyman. Tobacco leaves caused helath programs. Thought he’d vote that state shouldn’t interfere, but skin and eye infections and breathing problems, he changed sided and championed bill banning home manufacture of cigars. Supreme Court overturned law, saying controlled private property.

He often complained, after this, that judges, understood legalism but not life.

Where does empathy come from? His father? A great philanthropist.

His health problems when he was a small boy.

Depdent upon mother and father when young.

Endured real suffering. On one day when he was 25 his mother and wife both died. His mother of disease his wife of complications of child birth. And it was valentines day besides.

Ever after acutely sensitive to loss of others.

Reaching presidency like climbing mount everest. Most don’t’ do anything great afterwards.

TR couldn’t resist running for president again.

Great impact 1909=1919. Reform steadily gathered steam. 1912 Bull Moose party. Progressive party. America society could be better and could use government as agency for social welfare. Believed in strong central government. Didn’t want to regulate all doings. America needed a counter weight to industrialization and big business. Strong federal govt only way to keep America from becoming plutarcy

. want to shift power to the people.

Overtime 

Son Quentin shot down in 1918. He and wife said didn’t want anything special to honor him. Because even though Quentin had grown up with the American people watching. TR and his wife didn’t believe he should receive treatment more special than anyone else.

Quentin and TR’s other sons exemplified what tr and Lodge wrote about American character in their hero  tales.

“To feel that one has inspired a boy to conduct that has led to his death has a pretty serious side for a father. At the same time I would not have cared for my boys; and they would not have cared for me if our relations had not been along that line.”

Awful to know Quentin lost his life and my other boys may lose their life to put into practice what I preached. But I would not have had other wise. I do have bitter regret that I was not allowed to go and risk  my life instead of my sons. It is infinitely sad to have a boy die in his golden youth. Roosevelt died of blood clot to the lung six months letter.

He hardly did anything out of character. Hard to believe died in sleep.

Throughout his life TR felt most alive when he was a Rough Rider  but the presidency had also thrilled him.

Enlarged presidency, governments role in American life and america’s life in the world.

Personal ambition some time swamped love for country.

Hero is not the critic but the man in arena risking his life for his belief. Such a man is going to fall short. Great effort did not guarantee great triumpgh. But if the man in the arena did fail at least he failed daringly so that his place shall never be with those cold and timid souls. Who know neither victory of defeat.

1912 put forth social policies as bullmoose candidate that are the heart of our country’s social policies today.

Muscular citizenship

Tr wrote 38 books

